DEFEAT  OF XICEPHORCS.
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At first, as we have seen, the Bulgarians had gathered
round Varna and the mouths of the Danube, but
under. Krum they had occupied a large part of what
is now Roumania and were spreading westward
towards modern Servia. Nicephorus, the Greek
Emperor, was resolved to avenge this audacious act.

BULGARIAN ATTACK ON CONSTANTINOPLE IN 813.

He assembled a huge army, burnt Krum's wooden
palace to the ground, and devastated the country with
fire and sword. But his crafty enemy blocked the
Balkan passes in his rear; the Emperor saw that he
was caught, and exclaimed in his despair, " unless we
had the wings of birds, we could not escape.'1 A
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